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INFOPÊCHE carried out a field mission for the 
development phase of MACPPA in Abidjan.             
The delegation of INFOPÊCHE visited the fish 
landing sites, notably Locodjro and                              
Abobodoumé, to present the platform to                           
retailers.

Following the presentation of the platform, the 
women expressed keen interest in joining this 
plateform. As a result, more than twenty (20) 
women fish retailers have been registered and 
are using the platform for their trade activities.

sell
easily

With MACPPA,

Visit
MACPPA

Download
the manual
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Côte d’Ivoire: Fishing resumes for industrial and         
semi-industrial units

File

Semi-industrial and industrial fisheries at sea and in 
lagoons in Côte d'Ivoire will be able to resume                     
operations on Sunday, following a month-long                  
prohibition due to the annual biological rest period 
enforced by the Ivorian government.
"In accordance with the biological rest implementa-
tion schedule, midnight on August 31st, 2025, marks 
the end of the biological rest period in maritime and 
lagoon fisheries," states an official note from the 
Ministry of Animal and Fisheries Resources, inviting 
semi-industrial and industrial fishing units to "resume 
their activities as of September 1, 2025, at 12:01 a.m. 
(local time)." 
The summary concerns fishing at sea and in the Aby 
and Grand-Lahou lagoons (in the south of the 
country), specifies the note sent to Xinhua on Friday.

For artisanal fishing units, the reopening took place 
on August 1st after a month of closure. 

The annual fishing closure periods decided two years 
ago aim to preserve fish stocks and ensure their 
recovery. 

According to the Ivorian Ministry of Animal and           
Fisheries Resources, production could thus increase 
to 84,000 tons by the end of 2025 and reach 127,000 
tons by the end of 2027, compared to a reference 
catch of 55,522 tons in 2022. 
.
Côte d'Ivoire imports nearly 650,000 tons of fish per 
year, and national production barely covers 110,000 
tons.

ABIDJAN, August 31    (Xinhua)st

Photo of the Minister of Animal and Fisheries Ressources 
of Côte d’ivoire, Mr Sidi Tiémoko TOURE
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What is biological rest ?

In fishing terms, a biological rest period, also called 
a seasonal closure of fisheries, is a period during 
which fishing is prohibited in a given area, in order to 
allow fish reproduction and growth. It is a fisheries 
management measure aimed at ensuring the                       
sustainability of fishing through: 

- Reproductive protection :
It allows fish to reproduce without being disturbed by 
fishing, thus promoting stock regeneration

- Juvenile growth :
Biological rest periods provide young fish with the 

opportunity to grow and reach a minimum catch 
size, thus increasing their market value and survival

- Stock recovery :
By reducing fishing pressure, biological rest                    
contributes to the recovery of fish stocks, particularly 
in areas where they have been overexploited.

-  Sustainable resource management :
In general, biological rest is one component of a 
broader management strategy aimed at ensuring 
the sustainability of fisheries and preserving marine 
ecosystems.
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The Expert point of view
Biogical Rest

Implications 
for fishermen 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Fishing ban
During the biological recovery period, 
fishing is prohibited in the affected areas

Penalties
Failure to comply with this measure may 
result in penalties, such as fines or 
imprisonment

Alternative opportunities
Some fishermen are encouraged to 
explore other economic activities, such as 
fish farming or agriculture, during the 
closed season.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Area and period 
of biological rest 
in Côte d’Ivoire

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Area of Biological Rest
- Marine waters: Aby Lagoon and 
  Grand-Lahou Lagoon
- Lakes: Lake Kossou and Lake Buyo

Périods of Biological Rest
- Zone A (maritime) : From July 1 to July 31 
for artisanal fishing and from July 1 to 
August 31 for semi-industrial and industrial 
fishing (excluding tuna fishing)

- Zone B (lakes) : From September to 
 October

In Côte d'Ivoire, the biological recovery 
period is implemented annually, with 
closure periods varying depending on 
the area and fish species.

In summary, biological recovery is an essential management measure to preserve fisheries resources and ensure 
the sustainability of fishing, while taking into account the economic realities of fishing communities.
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The Expert point of view
Biogical Rest

Beyond its nutritional and micronutrient contribution, 
the fishing industry provides employment                               
opportunities, not only for fishermen, but also for 
workers of the related industries, such as seafood 
processing, logistics, and retail. These jobs are often 
essential to the economic development for the                     
communities and the states.

According to a report on the World Status of fisheries 
and aquaculture in 2024, globally, in 2022, approxi-
mately 61.8 million people worked in the fishing 
sector on a full-time, part-time, or occasional basis, 
compared to 62.8 million employees in 2020, publi-
shed by openknowledge.fao. This slight decline does 
not affect the importance of jobs in fisheries, as well 
as aquaculture, which accounted for 36% of this 
workforce, and catching fisheries for 54%, according 
to our source.

In some African countries that are members of                     
INFOPÊCHE, such as Côte d'Ivoire, industrial 
fishing, a pillar of the national economy, generates 
nearly 100,000 direct jobs and more than 580,000 

Fishing industry: Preserving jobs requires 
sustainability efforts

industrial jobs, a third of which are held by women, 
according to the website www.economie-ivoirienneci. 
In Mauritania, according to the website                                
www.pêche.gov.mr, there are an estimated 66,000 
workers in the fishing sector and 86,000 in Senegal, 
according to www.fao.org.  

The website fcwc-fish.org reported 790,000                            
fishermen in Nigeria (500,000 coastal and 200,000 
continental, as primary producers). For an integrated 
industry, the total number of jobs could be multiplied 
by five. 

The industrial sector employs around 100,000                      
Nigerians in various fields (management, laundry, 
vessels operation, distribution, marketing, etc.).  
Togo has around 22,000 workers in the fishing sector, 
according to the website togoeveil.tg. We must not 
neglect the new jobs created by the implementation 
of the blue economy.

But, what are their working conditions? 
What regulations are in place?
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The Expert point of view
Biogical Rest
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But, what are their working conditions? 
What regulations are in place? (Marcelle AKA)  

The rights of workers in the fishing industry are 
governed by international conventions such as 
Convention 188 of the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) and national legislation. ILO Convention 188 
specifies that workers are entitled to a clear                                   
employment contract and regular payment of wages, 
among other things
Research has established links between the                              
application of these provisions and the sustainability of 
the fishing industry, as a result of preserving the                      
benefits it provides, including jobs.  In an article                          
published on the website fr.scienceaq.com,                            
researchers “examine the bidirectional links between 
environmental degradation and the use of slavery,” 
mainly forced labor.  Documentary research and                        
testimonies have revealed numerous instances of 
repeated human rights violations in the fishing industry, 

ILO Convention 188: a big stepforward, 
but much remains to be completed

including forced labor, servile labor, child labor and 
slavery, and dangerous, indecent, and unsanitary 
living and working conditions.

And yet, ILO Convention 188 on work in the fishing 
sector came into force on November 16, 2017, and 
was ratified a year later by ten member states,                           
including eight coastal states, compared to 24                    
countries to date. The first countries to ratify were 
South Africa, Argentina (2013), Bosnia and                 
Herzegovina (2010), Congo (2014), France (2015), 
Morocco (2013), then in 2016, Norway, Angola,                  
Estonia, and Lithuania. Then Congo (2014), Namibia 
and Senegal in 2019, Ghana (2024), and Kenya 
(2022), among others. In Côte d'Ivoire, the                    
convention will enter into force on June 8, 2026, and 
on June 11, 2026, in Belgium.

A call to action
Signing by African countries, in particular, and the 
implementation of ILO Convention 188 in the fishing 
industry, including the sub-segment of artisanal fishing, 
will improve the safety at sea of artisanal fishermen. 

The African Confederation of Artisanal Fishing                     
Professional Organizations (CAOPA) called for action 
during a "training workshop on ILO Convention 188 on 
work in the fishing industry: a matter of future                         
importance for African artisanal fishing," held from July 
21 to 23, 2022, in Mbour, Senegal. 

The report can be read at caopa.org. Priority is given to 
artisanal fishing because many activities are still                       
informal.
Countries that ratify Convention 188 must, to this end, 
develop laws, regulations, or other measures covering 
a range of issues that are essential to promoting safe 
and decent working conditions in small-scale fisheries.
 
-  The needs of African artisanal fisheries in to the

   relevant issues addressed by Convention C188 are 
linked to:
-  Setting a minimum age for employment on board;
-  Organizing medical examinations;
-  Drawing up crewlists;
-  Conditions for repatriating fishermen;
-  Recruitment conditions ;
-  Sanitary conditions on board;
-  Safety conditions on board;
-  The provision of food and drinking water on board;
-  Training crewmembers to provide first aid on board;
-  The prevention of occupational accidents,                               
occupational diseases, and risks related to work on 
board;
- Gradual provision of social security protection for 
fishermen and their families. 
-  The CAOPA also proposes a series of concrete                      
measures to be supported, including training for canoe 
captains, decent working conditions, the use of new 
technologies (geolocation, etc.), and raising awareness 
among fishermen of safety issues on board.
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5th World Tilapia Trade and Technical Conference & Trade 
Exhibition 2025 (TILAPIA 2025)

INFOFISH is organising the 5th World Tilapia Trade 
and Technical Conference & Trade Exhibition 2025 
(TILAPIA 2025) in collaboration with the 13th                              
International Symposium on Tilapia in Aquaculture 
(ISTA13), from 3–5 November 2025 at the Swissôtel 
Bangkok Ratchada, Thailand. 

This prestigious three-day conference is                             
co-organised by the University of Arizona and the 
U.S. Soybean Export Council (USSEC), hosted by 
the Department of Fisheries, Thailand, and 
supported by FAO GLOBEFISH, Tilapia International 
Foundation (TIF), AIT Thailand, Network of                      
Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA), China 

 Aquatic Products Processing and Marketing Alliance 
(CAPPMA), and Viet Nam Association of Seafood 
Exporters and Producers (VASEP). 
We would be grateful to you if you could support us 
by sharing the attached press release of “TILAPIA 
2025 – Call for Abstracts” for July 2025 and other 
promotional materials shared with you from time to 
time. 
Relevant government agencies, key industry 
stakeholders, academia and others might take                               
benefit from it and be interested in participating. 
Should you require further details, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. More information is available 
at the official website: https://tilapia.infofish.org

Coordonator, TILAPIA 2025 
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We would be grateful to you if you could support us 
by sharing the attached press release of “TILAPIA 
2025 – Call for Abstracts” for July 2025 and other 
promotional materials shared with you from time to 
time. 
Relevant government agencies, key industry 
stakeholders, academia and others might take                               
benefit from it and be interested in participating. 
Should you require further details, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. More information is available 
at the official website: https://tilapia.infofish.org

Blue Bio Opportunities for Health 
and Value

The 53rd WEFTA Conference will take place in 
Gdańsk, Poland, from 13–17 October 2025, hosted 
by the National Marine Fisheries Research Institute. 
Under the theme “Blue Bio Opportunities for Health 
and Value,” the event will explore innovation in the 
science of seafood and other aquatic organisms, with 
a focus on fisheries, aquaculture, processing issues, 
and consumer studies.
Held in the striking Conference Centre of the 

Museum of the Second World War, the event 
features keynote lectures, scientific presentations, a 
Gala Dinner, and optional excursions. Abstracts can 
be submitted until 30 June 2025 through the confe-
rence website: www.wefta2025.com.

Young scientists, seafood technologists, and industry 
professionals are warmly encouraged to attend and 
contribute.

Source:Eurofish / website: www.wefta2025.com
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Global tilapia market faces price decline and trade 
shifts amid supply and tariff pressures

The global tilapia market exhibited divergent trends 
across product categories in 2024. While fresh tilapia 
production expanded significantly in several Latin 
American countries, international trade remained 
subdued due to tight supplies. Fresh tilapia fillets 
imported by the United States of America fell in 2024, 
continuing a decline since 2020 due to supply issues in 
Latin America-producing countries.
 
This trend leads to a shift toward cheaper whitefish, 
like pangasius. New proposed tariffs on Chinese and 
Vietnamese fisheries and aquaculture products have 
further disrupted trade. Tilapia prices in both China and 
Brazil declined throughout 2024, primarily driven by 
lower domestic demand. 

The downward price trend in the domestic markets of 
these countries is expected to 

persist during2025, reflecting ongoing market                         
adjustments and regional production dynamics. 

China’s tilapia sector, particularly in Hainan Province, 
is expected to face stricter environmental regulations 
in 2025, which will likely increase processing costs. 
Price declines in 2024 led processors in Guangdong 
and Hainan Province to reduce their purchases and 
lower raw material prices, resulting in high inventories 
and reduced fingerling stocking in late 2024, which is 
likely to tighten the supply in early 2025. 

In 2024, Côte d’Ivoire remained the top importer of 
Chinese frozen whole tilapia, with volumes increasing 
by 5 percent and value rising by 22 percent. Mali’s 
import value rose 138 percent, while the United States 
bought about 35 000 tonnes, a 25 percent rise in 
volume and 53 percent in value.

Source :FAO –GLOBEFISH -01-09-2025
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volume and 53 percent in value.

INFOPÊCHE participates in the second regional seminar on African 
Development with its project on the African virtual market -MACPPA

From August 4th to 6th, 2025, at the Palm Club Hotel 
in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire, Fisheries Committee for the 
Central West Gulf of Guinea (FCWC), in                                  
collaboration with the Ministry of Animal and                           
Fisheries Resources of Côte d'Ivoire (MIRAH) and 
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
organized the second regional seminar on                             
aquaculture development. 

This regional seminar built on the momentum of the 
first regional seminar held in 2020 and strengthened 
public-private collaboration in the aquaculture sector 
in the FCWC subregion. Under the theme                            
“Strengthening public-private dialogue on investment 
promotion and industrialization of the aquaculture 
sector,” it permitted key aquaculture stakeholders 
from governments,  private sectors, regional                              
institutions, and international partners to share their 
experiences, assess progress, and identify concrete 
strategies to promote investment in aquaculture 
growth.

More than 100 participants, including representatives 
from the six FCWC member states (Benin,                          
Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Togo),                             
Cameroon, Senegal, and Guinea, attended the          
seminar. In addition, stakeholders such as the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), the Southeast Asian Fisheries 
Development Center (SEAFDEC), the Ministerial 
Conference on Fisheries Cooperation among African 
States bordering the Atlantic Ocean (ATLAFCO), the 
ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development 
(EBID), the African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA), the African Union Inter-African Bureau for 
Animal Resources (AU-IBAR), and the World Organi-
zation for Animal Health (OIE) also attended. Private 
sector aquaculture entities such as the Catfish and 
Allied Fish Farmers Association of Nigeria (CAF-
FAN), Ranaan Fish Feed Ltd, Tropo Farms (Volta 
Catch) Ltd, the Interprofessionalfor fish farming of  
Benin (IPEB), the Intergovernmental Organization for 

The director of INFOPÊCHE giving a presentation 
of MACPPA
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Source : https://fcwc-fish.org

Marketing Information and Cooperation Services of 
fishery  Products in Africa (INFOPÊCHE) and the 
Ghana Aquaculture Chamber participated with the 
officials from several aquaculture projects in                         
Côte d'Ivoire. 
Except the Republic of Benin, the other African                 
countries invited to this meeting are members of                        
INFOPÊCHE.  
The seminar included sessions on initiatives to 
promote aquaculture by international and regional 
organizations; expectations and investment conditions

 for the industrialization of aquaculture; public policies 
supporting aquaculture entrepreneurship and disease 
control; and strategies to improve the investment envi-
ronment for aquaculture in the FCWC’s region. 

It was in this context that INFOPÊCHE presented its 
platform dedicated to the marketing of fishery and 
aquaculture products, known as MACPPA with the 
objective to not only promote and offer value addition to 
fishery and aquaculture products in Africa, but also, to 
buyers and sellers match-making in Africa

Presentation of MACPPA
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INFOPÊCHE PARTICIPATES IN THE MEETING OF DISSEMINATING THE 
MISSIONS AND OPERATING MECHANISMS OF THE AGRICULTURAL 
COMMODITIES EXCHANGE

(INFOPÊCHE)

On Wednesday, September 10, 2025, a meeting was 
held at the Noom Hotel Plateau to discuss the                          
dissemination of information on the missions and 
operating mechanisms of the agricultural                         
commodities exchange.  

Indeed, considered the ninth largest economy on the 
African continent, Côte d'Ivoire stands out as a major 
agricultural power. The agricultural sector accounts 
for approximately 26% of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP). It employs 60% of the workforce of the                     
population and is the primary source of foreign 
exchange, accounting for 40% of exports revenues.

However, the agricultural sector remains subject to 
numerous constraints, including persistent difficulties 
in accessing financing, problems with the                                      
preservation and storage of agricultural products, 
and low incomes for farmers, which partly explains 
the poverty rate in urban areas, according to the 
National Institute of Statistics.
To overcome these persistent difficulties, the State of 
Côte d'Ivoire, with technical assistance from the 
Regional Stock Exchange (BVRM), has set up the 
Agricultural Commodities Exchange (BMPA),                        
specifically dedicated to the agricultural sector in the 
WAEMU’s region and French-speaking Africa. 

To raise awareness of the agricultural commodities 
exchange, the Executive Secretariat of the                   
State/Private Sector Consultation Committee 
(CCESP), in collaboration with the Ministry of State, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, and 
the Regional Stock Exchange, is organizing an                    
information and discussion meeting on the topic: 
"Agricultural Commodity Exchange: Issues and 
Challenges for the Development of a Modern                     
Agricultural Sector in Côte d'Ivoire." 

It is in this context that the Intergovernmental                     
Organization for Marketing Information and                          
Cooperation Services for Fishery Products in Africa 
(INFOPÊCHE) took part in this meeting to present its 
African Market for the Marketing of Fishery and 
Aquaculture Products (MACPPA) platform. 

This platform is positioned as a strategic tool to 
modernize and facilitate connections between buyers 
and sellers of fishery products.  

Following the presentation by the Director of                
INFOPÊCHE, Mr. Atsé Casimir Eric AKAFFOU,                      
participants appreciated the relevance of this 
platform and strongly encouraged him to deploy it 
quickly for the benefit of the fisheries sector. 
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(INFOPÊCHE) took part in this meeting to present its 
African Market for the Marketing of Fishery and 
Aquaculture Products (MACPPA) platform. 

This platform is positioned as a strategic tool to 
modernize and facilitate connections between buyers 
and sellers of fishery products.  

Following the presentation by the Director of                
INFOPÊCHE, Mr. Atsé Casimir Eric AKAFFOU,                      
participants appreciated the relevance of this 
platform and strongly encouraged him to deploy it 
quickly for the benefit of the fisheries sector. 



www.macppa.com

Visit Avalaible
on all your
digital platforms
for the marketing of your fishing and aquaculture 
products 24/7

MACPPA


